
 
 

Last month I talked about 3 areas 

where FMAM would like to enhance its 

membership experience:               

communication through an enhanced 

technology committee, regional   

chapter meetings, and peer review.  

Below is a status update of these  

ventures. 

 

Technology Committee:  Jonathan Gaulke (Saint Paul Fire Inspector) 

has been making an impact on our FMAM Facebook page.  If you have 

something neat or unusual, please send it to him at                                     

jonathan.gaulke@ci.stpaul.mn.us.  We are looking for others to update the 

website with meeting notices and Post Indicator publications.  Let myself or 

Andy Speltz know if you are interested in this endeavor. 

Regional/Chapter Meetings:  I have reached out to several, what I would 

call, key partners around the state.  It is a little early to tell if we have buy in 

from everyone but the general vibe is positive.  As a reminder, the Regional 

Chapters could provide a structured way for these fire service professionals 

to meet, discuss issues in general or with guided topics from the Board and 

then report back to the larger group via a chairperson.  I am continually      

reminded of the great diversity of our state and it is important that we provide 

a venue for learning, networking, code development, and resources.  The  

current regions sought to be formed are:  

East Metro 

Saint Cloud 

Southern MN 

Northeast 

If you know of another area of the state that has a need, we would love to 

connect people.  Please reach out. 
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Peer Review:  The board discussed how to roll this out and decided to include an attachment with 

the 2018 membership renewals.  The attachment will have a list of areas of expertise.  If you have       

experience in these areas and are willing to assist your fire protection colleagues we will ask you to check 

the boxes that apply. We will ultimately share this list with all the members.  The intention is to connect 

people who are dealing with specific topics.  Examples would be: fire pumps, high rises, smoke control, 

training, disaster assessment, budgeting – the list goes on.  We will also be looking an electronic way to 

access and supply this data such as google docs or dropbox. 

As the year comes to a close I want to thank you for your hard work and passion for fire safety.  When 

the road gets tough, it isn’t hard to remember why we do this work and that every little bit makes a       

difference.  You make a difference.  Happy Holidays. 

 

Sincerely,  

Angie Wiese, PE, CBO 
FMAM President 
angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us 
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Please pay your 

membership dues if you 

have not done so 

already. 

December 2017 

 

 

 

FMAM Operating 

Budget 

  2017     

      Budget  

Tracking 

11/30/2017 

Income:         

      Actual Difference 

Membership $6,000.00   $4,572.51 $1,427.49 

Interest $50.00   $3.67 $46.33 

Seminar/Education $2,000.00   $4,767.00 -$2,767.00 

          

Total Projected Income   $8,050.00 $9,343.18 -$1,293.18 

          

          

Expenses:         

          

Postage $50.00   $69.18 -$19.18 

Professional Services $500.00   $250.00 $250.00 

Web $1,800.00   $1,200.00 $600.00 

Public Education $1,500.00   $932.23 $567.77 

Code Development $0.00     $0.00 

Awards/Gifts $200.00     $200.00 

Meeting Expense $1,000.00   $676.73 $323.27 

Advertising $600.00   $280.00 $320.00 

Office/Memberships $0.00   $500.00 -$500.00 

Legislation $2,000.00   $2,000.00 $0.00 

Seminars $300.00   $159.50 $140.50 

Miscellaneous $100.00   $21.95 $78.05 

          

Total Projected           

Expenses 

  $8,050.00 $6,089.59 $1,960.41 

          

          

Account Balances:         

          

Checking $5,020.76       

Savings $7,324.23       

Share Account $27.08       

Paypal $1,317.00       

Total $13,689.07       



  

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Meeting Minutes – September 13, 2017  

New Brighton, MN  

 

EDUCTIONAL PROGRAM: 

 

The quarterly education program was centered around Fire Prevention Week public education ideas.  
Fire prevention program topics were presented by Kris Skow-Fiske, Maddison Zikmund, Sarah Almquist. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The business meeting was called to order at 2:20 pm by President Angie Wiese: 

Approval of June 2017 minutes: motion, 2nd, passed. 

Introductions of members and guests were made. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasures report as presented in Post Indicator outlined by Treasurer Chris Fuller.  

Motion to approve treasurer report Skow-Fiske, 2nd by Pitschneider – motion passed. 

   

   MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

Membership renewal numbers to date received from Treasurer Chris Fuller presented. 

Reminder to ensure 2017 dues are paid. 

 

STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM) REPORT: 

Jon Nisja presented SFMO update: 

Update on SFMO vacancies. 

2018 IFC is in print. 

Working with Red Cross Home Fire Safety 

SFMO making PudEd a priority with $76,000 given to FDs for Fire Life Safety education over the 
last two years. 

State Fire Marshal’s conference in April with a new location in 2018 due to growth of the       
conference.    
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Public Fire Safety Education  

This year’s NFPA fire prevention week theme is Every Second Counts, Plan two ways out.  Fire        
prevention week is October 8-14. 

Send Amanda Swenson dates for your events so that they can be added to the state-wide calendar 

 

 

Training & Education (Kris Skow-Fiske): 

Next meeting is the December quarterly meeting 

Xcel training in Maple Grove 

Fire Alarm seminar was well attended. 

Considering a kitchen hood protection seminar 

U of M and ICC continuing ed seminars are both in the planning stages with draft programs outlined.  
More info to follow once the programs are finalized. 

 

Legislative / MNFAC (Kip LaMotte): 

No Report.  

 

MSFCA Code Committee: 

Next code edition anticipated to be adopted will be 2018.  Work on new state fire code will start soon. 

Members reminded that code change process will be morestrict going forward; any code change         
proposals must be accompanied by supporting data.  A SONAR form will be provided for FMAM    
members to present their code change proposals. 

A Wiese and B Foster are your reps on the Chiefs Fire Code Committee; contact them for help with    
submitting your code change proposals. 

 

Certification (Roy Kingsley): 

RFP for new managing entity completed.  Expect RFP to go out October-November with selection       
process starting December-January. 

 

Commissioner’s Fire Service Committee (Angie Weise): 

Arson and fatalities up this year. 
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State Fair (Tom Ptschneider): 

2017 fair was another success for FMAM.  Many compliments on the FMAM booth. 

2017 was Tom’s last State Fair as FMAM’s Governor’s Fire Prevention Day coordinator.  Tom is looking 
for a replacement to work with him during the next planning cycle. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Andy Speltz would appreciate help with the website if anyone has (or knows someone who does) web 
editing skills. 

Looking for comments, suggestions, and content for Post Indicator. 

Discussion on benefits, feasibility of regional chapters and peer review. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Send in sprinkler saves to Wiese or Andy Speltz so that we can highlight those in Post Indicator. 

Merchandise (www.4alarmclothing.com). 

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn at 3:15 pm by  Kris Skow-Fiske, 2
nd

 Kip LaMotte – passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ben Foster, Secretary 
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Fire Marshal’s Association of Minnesota 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

November 8, 2017 

New Brighton Public Safety Facility 

 

Members Present: President Angie Wiese, Vice President Kris Skow-Fiske, Past President Kip LaMotte, 
Secretary Ben Foster, Treasurer Chris Fuller, Directors Darren Bramwell, Jon Nisja. Special guest SFM 
Bruce West. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 am by President Angie Wiese. 

 

Motion to accept August 2017 meeting minutes made by Kip LaMotte, 2nd by Darren Bramwell.  Passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

Chris Fuller provided Treasurer’s Report. 

Presented report. 

Motion to accept by Nisja – 2nd by Kip LaMotte - Passed 

 

REPORTS: 

Membership (Ben Foster) 

Renewal numbers received from Chris Fuller show numbers are trending lower than same time last 
year. 

Consider sending renewals in December this year for 2018 renewals. 

 

State Fire Marshal Report (Bruce West/Jon Nisja) 

Division has filled the 3rd Fire Service Specialist position 

2016 Fire in Minnesota report available online 

Division is close to announcing new hire within the SFMO – this new position will have an emphasis on 
code development and coordinating training. 

New fire service training props are available through AFG; roof vent prop and car fire prop. 

SFMO has 6500 training contact hours in the state. 

SMFO staff have reached 1 million miles of travel around the state. 
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Training & Education: (Kris Skow-Fisk) 

Fire Alarm seminar in Shakopee was a success. Fees received part of the Treasurer’s report. 

Nisja is in contact with NFPA regarding LP seminar – ready to move on this 

Discussion about reduced seminar fee for FMAM members 

Board moved for Nisja to proceed with setting up the class 

December quarterly training will be Xcel with electrical safety class in Maple Grove. 

Looking at ideas for next year.  

 

Legislation: (Kip LaMotte) 

No Report 

Certification: (Kip LaMotte) 

No report 

 

Fire Code Committee: (B. Foster) 

Committee work on new code will begin in November. 

 

 

 

State Fair: (Nisja) 

Ryan Kuntz will replace Tom Pitschneider as the FMAM fair coordinator.  Ryan will work with Tom to 
make the transition. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Nisja made motion to accept Steve Zaccard of St Paul Fire Department as a Life Member of FMAM. 
Motion was seconded by Kip LaMotte.  Motion Passed. 

Life Member plaque for Zaccard motion by LaMotte, second by Nisja. Passed. 

SFMO would like to partner with FMAM to produce the annual Fire Marshals’ Conference.  Running the 
conference through FMAM will remove restrictions such as State bid requirements, acceptance of 
sponsor dollars, etc.  Board discussed benefits to both organizations and benefit to the conference. 
Motion to accept the proposal made by Kip LaMoptte, second by Kris Skow-Fiske.  Motion passed. 
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Looking for new member representing FMAM on Governor’s Council for Fire Prevention and Control. 

Sarah Almquist of Minnetonka has accepted an invitation to replace Connie Forster as the PubEd  
member on the FMAM Board.  Connie accepted position with Dept of Homeland Security, School 
Safety Center. 

December PI interview – Sarah Almquist with her new position on the board 

Explore plug and play web hosting for FMAM website. 

Posting more content on FMAM Facebook page including up to date calendar.  

Discussion of topics surrounding expanding FMAM membership benefits, attracting new members,  
possibility of regional chapters, and methods to increase FMAM name exposure in the community.  

Look at creating a form for members to record areas of expertise and offer peer review/support to other 
members. 

Consider hosting a Super Bowl roundtable discussion immediately prior to the next quarterly meeting to 
discuss issues cities are facing as the SB approaches.  

Next quarterly meeting at Maple Grove, December 13. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Website issues and fixes on going  

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn Kip LaMotte, 2nd Kris Skow-Fiske. Passed 12:00 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Foster, FMAM Secretary 
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Sprinkler Save 
 

 

On September 18th the St. Paul Fire Department was called to a report of a fire in a college      
dormitory.  The firefighters arrived and found the fire had been extinguished by the sprinkler      
system.  The point of origin was the window ledge of the #113 dorm room.  The occupant was not 
available and had not been home for over 24 hours.  Examination revealed the fire started         
because of an electrical failure involving the fan motor and extended to the window frame and 
books below.  Additionally, the circuit breakers for the dorm room had been tripped.  The ignition 
source was electrical energy.  The first fuel ignited was plastic from the fan.  The action that 
brought these items together was most likely due to overheating of the fan motor.  The             
classification of fire cause is accidental.  
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USFA updates report on electronic   
cigarette fires and explosions 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fires and explosions caused by e-cigarettes are not common, but     
their consequences can be devastating and life-altering for the     

victims. The main cause of the fires and explosions is failure of the 
lithium-ion batteries. Learn how e-cigarettes work, about recent fire 

and explosion incidents, and why the e-cigarette/lithium-ion        
battery combination presents a new and unique hazard to users. 

Download the report  

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/electronic_cigarettes.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This important web site hosts a LOT of information about cancer! It is sponsored by the First      
Responder Center for Excellence (FRC) which is a subsidiary of the National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation. The FRC has the charter capability to be more broad in its efforts.  

 

 

The Cancer Tool Box is located at http://www.firstrespondercenter.org/cancer/toolsresources/  
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FMAM Seeks Input From Its Members 
As the saying goes, “An organization is only as good as its people.”  That is 
why FMAM is asking its members to become involved with the newsletter.  
Have you read a good prevention article lately?  Are you doing something 
out of the ordinary at your department in the realm of fire prevention?  
Please submit these for consideration into the Post Indicator Newsletter.  
Pictures are always welcome.  

 

Have any ideas on how to make the Post Indicator better?  Submit these 
ideas as well.   

 

All submissions should be directed to the Post Indicator editor:   

Andy Speltz 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 

Red Wing Fire Department  

420 Plum Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 
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Fire Marshals Association of 
Minnesota 
 

          www.fmam.org 
     

 
Board of Directors – 2017 

President: 
Angie Wiese (1

st
 Term – 2017)     

Fire Protection Engineer Work:  (651) 266-8953 
St. Paul DSI – Fire Inspection    
375 Jackson St. #220     
St. Paul MN 55101    
 e-mail: angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us 
 
Vice President:  
Kris Skow-Fiske (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Inspector   Work: (763) 428-0940 
Rogers Fire Department 
21201 Memorial Dr 
Rogers MN 55374 
 e-mail: kskow-fiske@rogersmn.gov 
 
Secretary  
Ben Foster (1

st
 Term – 2017 (midterm election)) 

Fire Protection Specialist Work: (612) 673-3290  
Minneapolis Fire Inspection Services  
250 South 4th St    
Minneapolis, MN 55415  
     e-mail: benjamin.foster@minneaoplismn.gov 
 
Treasurer:  
Chris Fuller (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Marshal   Work: (612) 782-3403 
City of St. Anthony Village  
3505 Silver Lake Road 
St. Anthony, MN 55418  

e-mail: cfuller@ci.saint-anthony.mn.us 
 

Past President: 
Kip LaMotte  
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 288-4121 
City of New Brighton   
785 Old Highway 8 NW   
New Brighton, MN 55112  
 e-mail: kip.lamotte@newbrightonmn.gov 
 
Newsletter (Post Indicator) Editor: 
Andy Speltz 
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 
Red Wing Fire Department  
420 Plum Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
 e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 

Directors: 
Tom Pitschneider (4

th
 Term – 2016) 

Fire Marshal/Inspector  Work: (952) 233-9575 
City of Shakopee   
129 Holmes Street S.   
Shakopee, MN 55379   
 e-mail: tpitschneider@ci.shakopee.mn.us  
 
Darrin Bramwell (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 675-5905 
Eagan Fire Department 
1001 Station Trail 
Eagan, MN 55123 
 e-mail: dbramwell@cityofeagan.com 
 
 
Jon Nisja (1

st
 Term – 2017) 

State Fire Safety Supervisor Work: (651) 201-7204 
State Fire Marshal Division 
445 Minnesota St; Suite 145   
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 

e-mail:  jon.nisja@state.mn.us 
 
State Fire Marshal (Ex-Officio): 
Bruce West 
State Fire Marshal  Work:  (651) 201-7201 
State Fire Marshal Division  
445 Minnesota St.; Suite 145  
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145  
 e-mail:  bruce.west@state.mn.us 
 
Public Education Committee Chairperson: 
Connie Forster 
Chief Prevention Officer Work:  (763) 767-4003 
SBM Fire Department   
11920 Ulysses Street   
Blaine, MN  55434  
 e-mail: cforster@sbmfire.com 
 
Web-Site Editor: 
Andy Speltz 
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 
Red Wing Fire Department  
420 Plum Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
 e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 

  



 

Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  (FMAM) was formed in 
the mid-1970s by a handful of local fire marshals as a way of 
networking ideas for effective fire prevention efforts. FMAM is a 
chapter of two international organizations: the International 
Code Council and the International Fire Marshals Association.  

Our members consist of fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire         
marshals, public fire safety educators, building inspectors, fire 
protection engineers, fire protection contractors, and others with 
an interest in fire and life safety.  

Our mission statement is: "Dedicated to providing leadership 
and resources for fire prevention and life safety."  
 

We’re on the Web 

www.fmam.org 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates - 2017: 

 

 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018– Annual Meeting 0900-1500 
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