
We just wrapped up ICC’s 2018 Building Safety Month.  I know many of 

you partake in NFPA’s fire prevention week which is fantastic but there 

are so many more ways in which we impact people’s lives.   

If you haven’t taken part in ICC’s extensive event series in the past you should 

consider participating in the future. FMAM has signed a proclamation in support 

of Building Safety Month for the last several years. 

Each week is dedicated to a different safety topic and ICC does a lot of the   
messaging and promotional work for you.  This fantastic interactive poster     
highlighting how code officials ensure your safety in the home is just one         
example.   
This year’s weekly themes were: 

Week 1: Partnering with Code Officials to Build Stronger, Safer Communities 

Week 2: Advancing Resilient Communities Through Science & Technology 

Week 3: Protecting Communities from Disaster 

Week 4: Safeguarding our Water 

Week 5: Improving Education & Training Standards for a Safer Tomorrow 

I see FMAM members’ work in many of these areas.  The last one in particular is 

important for recruitment of new professionals.  The poster below is one example 

of their educational material.  https://cdn-web.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/17-

14675_Safety_2.0_Infographic_v6.pdf  

Lastly, ICC’s Fire Service Membership Council (FSMC) came up with several 

tweets to be used all month in support of fire service specific messaging.  The 

FSMC is very active and doesn’t waste any opportunity to educate the world 

about fire safety.  Here is a snip showing one tweet.   

We can have a big impact on our community because we are there long after the 

contractors have left, the fire is out, or the permit is final. 
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Please pay your 

membership dues if you 

have not done so 

already. 

June 2018 

 

 

 
FMAM Operating Budget 2018   

    

Budget 
Tracking 

Income:    6/5/2018 

    Actual 

Membership $6,000.00   $4,020.00 

Interest $50.00   $0.01 

Seminar/Education $2,000.00    

     

Total Projected Income  $8,050.00  $4,020.01 

     

     

Expenses:     

     

Postage $50.00   $50.00 

Professional Services $500.00 

ICC Member-
ship $500.00 

Web $1,800.00   $300.00 

Public Education $1,500.00    

Code Development $0.00    

Awards/Gifts $200.00    

Meeting Expense $1,000.00   $733.02 

Advertising $600.00    

Office/Memberships $0.00    

Legislation $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

Seminars $300.00    

Miscellaneous $100.00   $436.00 

     

Total Projected Expenses  $8,050.00  $4,019.02 

     

     

Account Balances:     

     

Checking $9,201.18    

Savings $425.02    

Paypal $3,110.82    

Total $12,737.02    



  

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Meeting Minutes – March 14, 2018  

New Brighton, MN  

 

EDUCTIONAL PROGRAM: 

 

The education program was provided by Jake Lindquist – State Fire Marshal’s Office.  Topic was fire 
alarm technology. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The annual business meeting was called to order at 1:45 pm by President Angie Wiese: 

Approval of December 2017 minutes: motion, 2nd, passed. 

Introductions of members and guests were made. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasures report as presented in Post Indicator outlined by Treasurer Chris Fuller.  

Motion to approve treasurer report by Kip LaMotte, 2nd by Ralph Peterson – motion passed. 

   

   MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

Membership renewal numbers to date received from Treasurer Chris Fuller presented by Secretary 
Foster. 

Renewals went out in February. 

Reminder to get 2018 renewals returned as soon as possible. 

 

STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM) REPORT: 

Bruce West presented SFMO update: 

Reminder of the upcoming Fire Marshal’s Conference in April. 

SMFO will partner with FMAM to produce the Fire Marshals Conference beginning in 2019. 

Tom Jenson is working on training material and info sheets for wedding barns. 

SFMO private and parochial school inspections. 

Department is in 3rd year of strategic planning. 

Fire deaths up in ’17 over ’16.  Looking at messaging and creative ways to deliver fire protection 
information. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Public Fire Safety Education  

Sara Ahlquist spoke about: 

FP&S grant deadline approaching 

YFPI class upcoming in St Cloud 

Tom Pitschneider is new Chief’s PubEd Committee President 

Fall and fire prevention for the elderly tool kits available 

 

Training & Education (Kris Skow-Fiske): 

Next meeting is the June meeting 

Greg Johnson will present on Light Weight Construction 

Nisja is working with NFPA on LP seminar for 2018. 

Considering a kitchen hood protection seminar in 2018. 

SFMO Fire Marshal’s Conference is upcoming in April. 

ICC and U of M seminars recapped by Foster and Wiese. 

 

Legislative / MNFAC (Kip LaMotte): 

Several topics of interest being watched this session: 

Residential sprinklers 

Bill related to school drills – defend in place VS evac 

Fire works 

$1,000 rule making bill – rule goes to legislature if impact is >$1,000. 

 

Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention and Control 

Dan Klein to take this role over after Zaccard’s retirement. 

First meeting coming up. 

 

MSFCA Code Committee: 

Work has started on new state fire code. 

FMAM has representatives on DOLI’s building code, existing building code, elevator code, and 
building code/fire code correlation technical advisory groups (TAGs). 

Members reminded that code change process will be more strict going forward; any code change        
proposals must be accompanied by supporting data.  A SONAR form will be provided for FMAM    
members to present their code change proposals. 

A Wiese and B Foster are your reps on the Chiefs Fire Code Committee; contact them for help with    
submitting your code change proposals. 
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Certification (Roy Kingsley): 

Angie Wiese gave update for Roy. Inspector exam pass rate still low – looking at test and delivery    
methods. 

 

Commissioner’s Fire Service Committee (Angie Weise): 

Fire Chiefs have new president – John Cunningham 

Looking at mission statement 

 

State Fair (Ryan Kunst): 

Have had the kickoff meeting for 2018 

This is the 20th Anniversary for Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the Fair 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Elections 

Angie Wiese – President – white ballot – passed 

Ben Foster – Secretary – white ballot – passed 

Jon Nisja – Board – white ballot - passed 

Andy Speltz would appreciate help with the website if anyone has (or knows someone who does) web 
editing skills. 

Johnathon Gaulke of St Paul will be working on Facebook, calendar updates, news blasts 

Looking for comments, suggestions, and content for Post Indicator. 

Discussion on benefits, feasibility of regional chapters and peer review. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Send in sprinkler saves to Wiese or Andy Speltz so that we can highlight those in Post Indicator. 

Merchandise (www.4alarmclothing.com). 

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn at 2:55 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ben Foster, Secretary 
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Fire Marshal’s Association of Minnesota 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

May 14, 2018 

New Brighton Public Safety Facility 

 

Members Present: President Angie Wiese, Secretary Ben Foster, Treasurer Chris Fuller, Past Pres Kip 
LaMotte, Directors Jon Nisja, Tom Pitschneider. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 13:10 by President Angie Wiese. 

 

Motion to accept February 2018 meeting minutes made by Pitschneider, 2nd by Fuller.  Passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

Chris Fuller provided Treasurer’s Report. 

Presented report. 

Motion to accept by Nisja, 2
nd

 Pitschneider - Passed 

 

REPORTS: 

Membership (Ben Foster) 

Updated on renewals received to date forward from Treasurer Chris Fuller. 

 

State Fire Marshal Report (Bruce West) 

Hiring 1 to fill a vacancy 

IT changes in SFMO – ImageTrend, ProjectDox 

Wedding barns are still hot topic. Tom Jensen is working to put together info sheets and training. 

Looking at difficulty of sprinkler exams at the request of some contractors. 
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Training & Education: (Wiese on behalf of Kris Skow-Fisk) 

June protection of light weight construction. 

Nisja is finalizing LP seminar info with NFPA 

Looking to tour Vikings practice facility. 

Detronics tour 

CPVC compatibility class 

WI asking about possibility of joint mini-conference 

Transition to FMAM/SFMO Fire Marshal Conference – need FMAM committee, will draw up MOU     
regarding each organizations role – conf will be Aril 16-17. 

 

Public Fire Safety Education 

No report 

 

Legislation:  

Last MNFAC update was April 

Senate’s education bill will have K-12 defend in place language 

 

Certification:  

Numbers from insp test at FM conference looked pretty good. 

 

Fire Code Committee: (B. Foster) 

Existing A2 sprinkler discussion. 

 

State Fair: (Nisja) 

Ryan Kuntz of SFMO and Joe Brown of St Paul have replaced Tom Pitschneider as the FMAM fair   
coordinator.  Need to decide on giveaways. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Discussion of topics surrounding expanding FMAM membership benefits, attracting new members,  
possibility of regional chapters, and methods to increase FMAM name exposure in the community. 

Regional meetings 

Peer review 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Website discussion – check out WI website. Explore plug and play web hosting for FMAM website. 

Posting more content on FMAM Facebook page including up to date calendar. 

Reviewed annual report for IFMA 

Kip Lamotte to go to the IFMA meeting at NFPA Conference to represent FMAM 

Motion to fund the trip up to $2,000 made by Nisja, Pitschneider 2nd – pass 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

Adjourned at 15:20. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Foster, FMAM Secretary 
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Angie Wiese: This quarter we asked Ryan Kunst, who is our co-
representative for the Governor’s Fire Prevention Day with Joe Brown, to 
take us through the changes and special events for this year.  I also asked 
Ryan for a photo.  This is what he provided from back in the Glamour Shots 
days (note: not really Ryan).  Enjoy! 

 

Ryan Kunst: We are just 94 days away from the next Governor’s Fire      
Prevention Day at the Minnesota State Fair, which will be held on August 
24th.  The “World’s Largest Fire Prevention Event” is turning 20 years old.  In 
celebration of this milestone all volunteers will be given some special    
memorabilia.  20th anniversary challenge coins and t-shirts are being         
designed and will be in addition to the traditional swag bag provided by the 
fair.  So volunteer early to work a shift at the FMAM Booth, as I’m guessing 
the shifts will fill up quickly this year.  Watch for the request to volunteer 
later this summer. 

 

A new location and a new name – In addition to moving the site across the street, the “Hot Zone” has become the “Hot Zone 
Experience.”  Our location has moved directly west across Cooper St., previously this area was used for K-9                      
Demonstrations.  The total area is smaller, which reduces the scale of the displays (fire engines, etc.) but the adjacent pet 
building is being repurposed as a beer and BBQ venue, so hello “cheat day.”  The fair committee is working on booth layouts 
to maximize exposure and travel paths throughout the exhibits and booths. 

 

Last year we had over 125,000 people that attended the fair on Governor’s Fire Prevention Day!  That’s huge…  Is there any 
other single venue in which we could potentially influence that number of people?  Through all of the booths and          
demonstrations at the “Hot Zone Experience,” the Fire Explorer competitions at Dan Patch Park, and the DNR Fire Tower and 
wildfire/campfire safety training; this year’s efforts to educate and empower Minnesotans about fire safety will still make a 
big impact, even if we’re in a smaller area. 
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FMAM Seeks Input From Its Members 
As the saying goes, “An organization is only as good as its people.”  That is 
why FMAM is asking its members to become involved with the newsletter.  
Have you read a good prevention article lately?  Are you doing something 
out of the ordinary at your department in the realm of fire prevention?  
Please submit these for consideration into the Post Indicator Newsletter.  
Pictures are always welcome.  

 

Have any ideas on how to make the Post Indicator better?  Submit these 
ideas as well.   

 

All submissions should be directed to the Post Indicator editor:   

Andy Speltz 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 

Red Wing Fire Department  

420 Plum Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 
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Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  (FMAM) was formed in 
the mid-1970s by a handful of local fire marshals as a way of 
networking ideas for effective fire prevention efforts. FMAM is a 
chapter of two international organizations: the International 
Code Council and the International Fire Marshals Association.  

Our members consist of fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire         
marshals, public fire safety educators, building inspectors, fire 
protection engineers, fire protection contractors, and others with 
an interest in fire and life safety.  

Our mission statement is: "Dedicated to providing leadership 
and resources for fire prevention and life safety."  
 

We’re on the Web 

www.fmam.org 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates - 2018: 

 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fmam.org

