
 

I hope by now everyone is settling into the new school year and are looking forward 

to October’s Fire Prevention Week Theme: Look. Listen. Learn.  See this quarter’s 

interview with Simon from NFPA to learn more. 

2019 will be the first year FMAM is taking the lead on the Minnesota Fire Marshal’s 

Conference.  To make this successful, we need FMAM members to actively          

participate in the conference’s creation.  A committee call out is on the next page.  As 

a way to entice you to join this effort I want to highlight some reasons why this         

conference is important to our mission and our members: 

Sharpen the Saw: return to work with new ideas and approaches for                

effectiveness. 

Meet Experts and Influencers Face to Face: this conference brings in the leaders 

of our industry.  Get the opportunity to hear from them and pick their brains. 

Networking: otherwise known as access to “those in the know”.  Don’t be on an 

island; meet people, make connections, gain resources. 

New Tools: the expo can introduce you to products, tools and resources you 

might not be familiar with. 

Break Out of Your Comfort Zone: challenge yourself to learn something new and 

make new connections  

Greater Focus: attending the conference can remind you of concepts long      

forgotten or why you do this work in the first place.  Leave energized to make 

a difference. 

Energy of Like-Minded Individuals: everyone in the room is looking to learn 

something new and improve their skills. 

Investing in Yourself: you are worth the time and, be a novice or expert, you still 

have more to learn! 

Takeaways: conferences are fun, they give you confidence in your abilities, and 

you undoubtedly will bring fresh ideas back to your workplace. 

WE NEED YOU TO MAKE THE 2019 CONFERENCE MEET THESE GOALS!  If you 

are looking for a way to be involved in FMAM for a finite amount of time, this is the 

committee for you. 

 

Angie Wiese, PE, CBO 

FMAM President 

*List adapted from takeflyte.com. 
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Please pay your 

membership dues if you 

have not done so 

already. 

September 2018 

 

 

 
FMAM Operating Budget 2018   

  09/06/2018  

Budget  
Tracking 

Income:     

    Actual 

Membership $6,000.00   $4,380.77 

Interest $50.00   $0.01 

Seminar/Education $2,000.00    

     

Total Projected Income  $8,050.00  $4,380.78 

     

     

Expenses:     

     

Postage $50.00   $50.00 

Professional Services $500.00 ICC Membership $500.00 

Web $1,800.00   $900.00 

Public Education $1,500.00    

Code Development $0.00    

Awards/Gifts $200.00    

Meeting Expense $1,000.00   $743.80 

Advertising $600.00   $280.00 

Office/Memberships $0.00    

Legislation $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

Seminars $300.00    

Miscellaneous $100.00   $436.00 

Expenses to Categorize    $3,191.57 

     

Total Projected Expenses  $8,050.00  $8,101.37 

     

     

Account Balances:     

     

Checking $6,472.99    

Savings $425.03    

Paypal $3,271.59    

Total $10,169.61    



  

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Meeting Minutes – June 13, 2018  

Bloomington, MN  

 

EDUCTIONAL PROGRAM: 

 

The education program was provided by Greg Johnson – Johnson and Associates Consulting.  Topic was 
fire protection of lightweight floor assemblies. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 pm by President Angie Wiese: 

Approval of March 2018 minutes: motion, 2nd, passed. 

Introductions of members and guests were made. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasures report as presented in Post Indicator outlined by Treasurer Chris Fuller.  

Motion to approve treasurer, 2nd – motion passed. 

   

   MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

Membership renewal numbers to date received from Treasurer Chris Fuller presented by Secretary 
Foster. 

 

STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM) REPORT: 

Nisja presented SFMO update: 

Recap and thanks for successful April Fire Marshal’s Conference. 

SMFO will partner with FMAM to produce the Fire Marshals Conference beginning in 2019. 

Tom Jenson is working on training material and info sheets for wedding barns. 

New IT initiatives for SFMO – ImageTrend upgrade and electronic plan review. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Training & Education (Kris Skow-Fiske): 

Next meeting is the September meeting 

Nisja is working with NFPA on LP seminar for 2018. 

Considering a kitchen hood protection seminar in 2018. 

ICC and U of M seminar topics previewed by Foster and Wiese. 

 

Legislative / MNFAC (Kip LaMotte): 

No report. 

 

MSFCA Code Committee: 

Code committee is wrapping up work on new code change proposals. 

CCLD TAGS have completed work. 

Work on SONAR for new fire code has begun. 

 

Certification (Roy Kingsley): 

Discussed acceptance of the one proposal submitted for new Executive Director and potential impact to 
FMAM members. 

 

State Fair (Ryan Kunst): 

This is the 20th Anniversary for Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the Fair 

New location this year. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Weise is reviewing web site options and working toward becoming more familiar with editing the FMAM 
website.  

Looking for comments, suggestions, and content for Post Indicator. 

Discussion on benefits, feasibility of regional chapters and peer review. 

Will be looking for members to volunteer to help with Fire Marshals Conference planning. 

Zoho Docs use for assembling list of members’ areas of knowledge/specialty for the purpose of         
disseminating peer review resources. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Send in sprinkler saves to Wiese or Andy Speltz so that we can highlight those in Post Indicator. 

Merchandise (www.4alarmclothing.com). 

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn at 3:15 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ben Foster, Secretary 
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Fire Marshal’s Association of Minnesota 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

August 15, 2018 

New Brighton Public Safety Facility 

 

Members Present: President Angie Wiese, Secretary Ben Foster, Past Pres Kip LaMotte, Directors Jon 
Nisja, Tom Pitschneider, Sara Ahlquist. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 09:30 by President Angie Wiese. 

 

Motion to accept May 2018 meeting minutes made by LaMotte, 2nd by Ahlquist.  Passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

Treasurer’s Report. 

Report provided via email. 

Motion to accept by Nisja, 2
nd

 Pitschneider - Passed 

 

REPORTS: 

Membership (Ben Foster) 

Updated on renewals received to date forward from Treasurer Chris Fuller. 

Email lists from Foster, Fuller, and Speltz need to be consolidated; some members are not receiving 
emails. 

 

State Fire Marshal Report (Jon Nisja) 

Adding two Fire Service Specialist positions 

Adding one supervisor for FSS, PubEd, and Fleet 

Fire in MN report due out in September 

IT changes in SFMO – ImageTrend, ProjectDox.  ImageTrend upgrade to roll out by region 
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Training & Education: (Wiese on behalf of Kris Skow-Fisk) 

September Top Golf tour. 

Nisja is finalizing LP seminar info with NFPA – October 16-17 at Rogers Ice Arena – Save the date to 
be sent 

Transition to FMAM/SFMO Fire Marshal Conference – need FMAM committee, will draw up MOU     
regarding each organizations role – conf will be Aril 16-17. 

 

Public Fire Safety Education 

Sep 8-9 Wilmer YFSPI 

NFPA Safety Summit Sep 27 in New Brighton 

Look Listen Learn is Fire Prevention Week theme 

I Chiefs Community Risk Reduction Conference in Reno in March  

 

Legislation:  

New RFP for Lobbyist – expect existing lobbyist Sherry Munyon will submit proposal  

 

Certification:  

Discussed new 1031 requirements and Proboard’s requirements/expectations for Inspector exam   
practical skills testing. 

 

Fire Code Committee: (Nisja) 

Fire code SONAR is done.  May have one more meeting to review. 

 

State Fair: (Nisja) 

Previewed FMAM booth giveaway – Up north fire safety fridge magnet.  Motion to buy magnets by   
Nisja, 2nd LaMotte, passed. 

Discussion regarding new FMAM branded tent for the fair.  Decision is to wait until next year for the 
tent.  
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Discussion of topics surrounding expanding FMAM membership benefits, attracting new members,  
possibility of regional chapters, and methods to increase FMAM name exposure in the community. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Letter of support for Angie Wiese’s ICC Board candidacy.  Motion for FMAM board to provide a letter of 
support by Pitschneider, 2nd by Foster. Passed. 

Reviewed Call for Committee Members announcement for MN Fire Marshals Conference 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

Adjourned at 11:30. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Foster, FMAM Secretary 
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FMAM’s Interview with "Simon" 
 

What is your role at NFPA? 

 

I am a new pal of Sparky the Fire Dog, and a spokes-character for 
NFPA’s Fire Prevention Week theme this year, “Look.  Lis-
ten.  Learn.  Be aware.  Fire can happen anywhere.”    

 

What intrigues you the most about fire prevention?   

This year’s FPW campaign, “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can 
happen anywhere,” works to educate people about three basic but 
essential steps to take to reduce the likelihood of having a fire––and 
how to escape safely in the event of one: 

“LOOK” for places fire could start. Take a good look around your 
home. Identify potential fire hazards and take care of them. 

“LISTEN” for the sound of the smoke alarm. You could have only 
minutes to escape safely once the smoke alarm sounds. Go to your 
outside meeting place, which should be a safe distance from the 
home and where everyone should know to meet. 

“LEARN” two ways out of every room and make sure all doors and 
windows leading outside open easily and are free of clutter. 

And as Sparky’s friend, I am helping teach this year’s FPW messages by spreading fire-safety messages 
to adults and children alike. 

How does this year’s fire prevention theme, “Look. Listen. Learn.” speak to you? 

 

Well it speaks to me because it speaks directly to grown-ups and kids about the things that they need to 
do to be safe!  No matter where you are, it’s important to think about your safety from fire. Home is the 
place people are at greatest risk to fire, but it’s important to be aware and prepared no matter where you 
go. 

 

This year’s Fire Prevention Week theme, “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere.” 
highlights three basic but critical ways to ensure your safety from fire.  Here are some examples: 
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LOOK for places fire could start. Take a good look around your home. Identify potential fire hazards 
and address them. If necessary, have a qualified professional correct hazards. 

Cooking is the leading cause of U.S. home fires, causing nearly half (47%) of all home fires each year, on 
average. Leaving cooking unattended is the leading cause of home cooking fires. 

Here are some simple ways to minimize the risk of having a home cooking fire:  

Remove clutter from the cooking area, keeping anything that can burn (i.e., towels, oven mitts, wooden 

utensils, food packaging, loose papers/mail) away from the stovetop. 

Keep a close eye on what you’re cooking. Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling, boiling or broiling 

food. If you are simmering, baking or roasting food, check it regularly. If you need to leave the kitchen, use 

a timer to remind you that you’re cooking.  

Be alert! Avoid cooking if you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol or other substances. 

Heating is the second-leading cause of U.S. home fires, accounting for 15% of all reported home fires, on 
average each year. Failure to clean heating equipment is the leading cause of home heating fires. 

To safely heat your home during the colder months, follow these tips and recommendations: 

Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected each year by a qualified professional. 

Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, including furnaces, fireplaces, 

wood stoves and portable space heaters. 

Turn space heaters off when you leave the room or go to sleep. 

 
Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in the ignition of 34,000 U.S. home fires, on       
average each year. These fires involved equipment such as wiring, lighting, cords and plugs. 

Follow these guidelines for safety using electrical equipment and appliances in your home: 

Have all electrical work done by a qualified electrician. 

Only use one heat-producing appliance (such as a coffee maker, toaster, space heater, etc.) plugged into a 

receptacle outlet at a time. 

Major appliances (refrigerators, dryers, washers, stoves, air conditioners, microwave ovens, etc.) should be 

plugged directly into a wall receptacle outlet. Extension cords and plug strips should not be used. 

Extension cords are intended for temporary use. If needed, have a qualified electrician add more receptacle 

outlets so you don’t have to use them. 

Check electrical cords to make sure they are not running across doorways or under carpets.  
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Candle fires are reported to U.S. fire departments an average of 24 times a day. More than half of all candle 
fires start when things that can burn are too close to the candle. 

Use these tips and recommendations for using candles safely: 

Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. Avoid using candles in the bedroom and other 

areas where people may fall asleep. 

Keep candles at least one foot away from anything that can burn.  

Use candle holders that are sturdy and won’t tip over easily; put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered  

surface. 

Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out before it gets too close to the holder or container. 

Consider using battery-operated candles, which are widely available in stores, and look and smell like real 

candles. 

Smoking materials, including cigarettes, pipes and cigars, are major causes of U.S. home fires. In addition, 
fires have occurred while e-cigarettes were being used, the battery was charging, or the device was being 
transported; battery failures have led to small explosions. 

Reduce the risk of smoking-related fires by following these recommendations: 

If you smoke, use only fire-safe cigarettes and smoke them outside. (Most smoking-related deaths result 

from fires that started in living rooms, family rooms, dens and bedrooms.) 

Keep cigarettes, lighters, matches, and other smoking materials in a locked cabinet that’s up high out of 

sight and reach of children. 

Use a deep, sturdy ashtray and place it away from anything that can burn. 

Before you throw away butts and ashes, make sure they are out by dousing them in water or sand. Do not 

discard cigarettes in vegetation such as mulch, potted plants or landscaping, peat moss, dried grasses, 

leaves or other things that could ignite easily. 

Use e-cigarettes with caution; never leave charging e-cigarettes unattended. 

 

LISTEN for the sound of the smoke alarm. 

Smoke alarms are the first line of defense in a fire by alerting everyone in time to get out safely. In fact,  
having smoke alarms in your home cuts your risk of dying in a fire in half. 

Make sure your home is adequately equipped with working smoke alarms by taking the following steps: 

Install a smoke alarm on every level of your home, in each bedroom, and near all sleeping areas. 

Test smoke alarms monthly to make sure they’re working. Replace smoke alarms that are more than 10 

years old. 

Interconnect your smoke alarms so that when one smoke alarm sounds, they all do. 
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LEARN two ways out of every room. In a fire, you may have only minutes to escape safely once the 
smoke alarm sounds. Knowing how to use that time wisely takes planning and practice. 

Develop a home escape plan with all members of your family. A home escape plan includes: 

two ways out of every room, usually a door and a window; 

a path from each exit to the outside; and 

an outside meeting place a safe distance in front of your home where everyone will meet. 

Practice your plan with everyone in your home twice a year. 

 
Home escape planning & practice are more important than ever 

 
People tend to think the risk of having a home fire is low. They also think home is the place they’re safest 
from fire when it’s actually the place they’re at greatest risk. In fact, home fires can and do happen quite  
often: U.S. fire departments responded to a home fire every 90 seconds in 2016. Also, the majority of U.S. 
fire deaths (approximately 80%) occur in homes. 

 
The good news is that the number of home fires has been steadily declining over the past few decades. 
This means people are getting better at preventing fires from happening. Unfortunately, the likelihood of  
dying in a home fire today has actually increased. NFPA’s most recent data shows that the home fire death 
risk was 10% higher in 2106 than in 1980. This means there’s still a lot of work to do in educating people 
how to safely escape a home fire. 

 
Today’s homes burn faster than ever 

 
Today’s homes burn faster than ever. This is the result of several factors: 

 
Newer homes are predominantly built with unprotected lightweight wood construction, which fails faster 

when it’s exposed to high temperatures, and weakens and collapses faster than homes built with             

dimensional lumber. 

Newer homes tend to be designed with lots of open spaces and high ceilings, creating an ideal environment 

for fire to grow and spread quickly. 

The vast majority of modern home furnishings includes synthetic materials that burn very quickly and at 

higher temperatures, generating black, toxic smoke and gases that make it extremely difficult to see and 

breathe in a matter of moments. 
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When you’re out and about, situational awareness is key! Remember to be aware of your surroundings and 
make a plan for how you would escape a building in the event of a fire or other emergency.  

 
When you’re preparing to enter an occupancy, ask yourself if it looks safe and well-maintained.  

Check to see that doors aren’t locked or blocked from the inside. 

Look for the two closest exits and identify the path you would take to reach them. 

If you hear the fire alarm system sound, take it seriously and exit the building calmly but quickly. This is  
particularly important in larger occupancies like malls and movie theaters, where it may be too late to      
escape if you wait to see evidence of fire. 

 
For more information, tips, and resources on being safe inside and outside your home, visit www.nfpa.org/
fpw  

 
Thanks for the interview! I hope everyone has a great Fire Prevention Week Campaign! 
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Sprinkler Saves 

 

A single sprinkler head extinguished an afternoon fire in a wicker basket containing 
blankets in a NE St. Cloud townhome living room.  The occupants were not home at 
the time of the afternoon fire.  The fire was discovered by an adjacent townhome  
occupant and maintenance personnel after noticing water.  A single sprinkler head 
from the 13D system extinguished the fire and the townhome smoke alarms were 
sounding upon fire department arrival.  The affected unit sustained extensive water 
damage however, four other units in the structure remained occupied.  The cause of 
the fire is undetermined at this time. 
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One fire sprinkler extinguished this kitchen grease fire.  This is a 16-unit 
apartment building that was voluntarily retrofitted with fire sprinklers 5 
years ago. 
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St. Paul Fire was called to an alarm sounding at Bro-Tex Inc, 800 Hampden Ave. On 
arrival, crews found smoke showing from the “A” Alpha side. Upon investigation, a 
fire was found involving     machinery used to remove carpet fibers from the carpet 
backing. Fire was controlled by one   sprinkler head. Fire crews performed overhaul, 
checked for extension into the building, found none. Fire crews performed           
ventilation. The all clear was given by Command and the occupants were allowed to 
re-enter the building. Sprinkler company was contacted and a Fire Watch was       
instituted until the sprinkler system was back in service. All units cleared. 
 
Given the amount of combustible loading, this could have been much worse. 
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State Fair Update 
 

It was a gloomy start to the 20
th
 Anniversary of the Governor’s Fire Prevention Day at the         

Minnesota State Fair.  Thankfully the herd of “fair” weather fans were quickly thinned out by an 
inch or so of rain along with what felt like cloud-to-ground lighting and some pretty intense thunder 
- leaving only the true fire prevention enthusiasts.  And in spite of the occasional rain or near    
constant drizzle, oppressive humidity, and the Hot Zone Experience being placed in a new grass 
covered, smaller location the event felt cozy and allowed for an intimate audience                       
interaction.  Many diehard fair-goers bravely spun the wheel and answered fire prevention      
questions while dodging drips under the canopy.  Thankfully our fire prevention photos were     
laminated and provided steadfast examples of “what not to do” to the public.  The total attendance 
for the fair was down slightly, given the weather, from 125,324 last year to 108,059 this 
year.  However, still we were able to hand out many coloring books and a few hundred spatulas 
before switching over to our new fire safety checklist magnets.  Overall, we gave out a couple  
hundred magnets and even had guests looking for giveaways while we were packing up the 
booth.  Thank you to everyone who helped in making this event as fun and successful as it 
was.  Your passion, professionalism, and willingness to brave the elements all to ensure a safer 
Minnesota is very commendable.  Joe and I are proud to have organized this event. 
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Call for Committee Members –  

Minnesota Fire Marshals Conference 

In partnership with the Minnesota State Fire Marshal’s Office, FMAM is organizing the 2019   

Minnesota Fire Marshals Conference.  FMAM is looking for members who wish to contribute to 

the conference.  The goal is to provide excellent technical and community risk reduction           

education in the region. 

What:  Minnesota Fire Marshals Conference members for developing and coordinating  

educational session topics, speakers, travel arrangements, conference room logistics, budget, 

lunch and break items, vendors/sponsorships, and conference set-up. 

Time Commitment:  Monthly meetings from September through March; more frequent 

meetings between mid-March and the conference in April.  Some email and phone conversations 

for subcommittees. 

Bonus: Active committee participants receive free admission to the annual conference. 

Those who are Interested: Contact Angie Wiese at angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us by        
October 1, 2018 
Don’t sit by the sidelines!!  This is a great opportunity to ensure the educational              

experience you expect comes to fruition. 

mailto:angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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FMAM Seeks Input From Its Members 
As the saying goes, “An organization is only as good as its people.”  That is 
why FMAM is asking its members to become involved with the newsletter.  
Have you read a good prevention article lately?  Are you doing something 
out of the ordinary at your department in the realm of fire prevention?  
Please submit these for consideration into the Post Indicator Newsletter.  
Pictures are always welcome.  

 

Have any ideas on how to make the Post Indicator better?  Submit these 
ideas as well.   

 

All submissions should be directed to the Post Indicator editor:   

Andy Speltz 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 

Red Wing Fire Department  

420 Plum Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 
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Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  (FMAM) was formed in 
the mid-1970s by a handful of local fire marshals as a way of 
networking ideas for effective fire prevention efforts. FMAM is a 
chapter of two international organizations: the International 
Code Council and the International Fire Marshals Association.  

Our members consist of fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire         
marshals, public fire safety educators, building inspectors, fire 
protection engineers, fire protection contractors, and others with 
an interest in fire and life safety.  

Our mission statement is: "Dedicated to providing leadership 
and resources for fire prevention and life safety."  
 

We’re on the Web 

www.fmam.org 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates - 2018: 

 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fmam.org

