
 
 

President’s Message June 2017 

I know it feels like we just started using our new fire code but we are already 

starting to talk about the next adoption.  The 2018 International Fire Code is 

scheduled to be published this September.  The Minnesota State Fire Chiefs 

Association’s Fire Code Committee has met once already to discuss current 

issues with the 2015 Minnesota State Fire Code and what is to come in the 

next cycle. 

What you should know: 

Anyone can submit a code change either on the national level or the state 

level.  When thinking about the state level, there are many users of 

the code in our state and we all have different challenges.  If you have 

found an issue that the code either doesn’t adequately address or 

causes confusion please speak up.  Even if you aren’t a code expert, 

please bring the issue to light.   

What will be different this cycle? 

Jon Nisja, who has been the lead for the State Fire Marshal’s Office for 

many cycles, will be acting as more of a consultant this cycle.  This 

cycle, Forrest Williams is taking the lead for the State Fire Marshal’s 

Office.  

Everyone who submits a code change needs to also submit a statement 

of need and reasonableness.  This is a requirement of all changes in 

the state adoption process.  If you need assistance with this you can 

work with any of FMAM’s code committee representatives.  This will 

likely be accomplished by utilizing a standard form.   

Who are your FMAM representatives? 

Angie Wiese, City of Saint Paul 

Ben Foster, City of Minneapolis 

There were a lot of challenges with the last adoption cycle.  We will be using 

the lessons learned from last adoption to make this next cycle a success. 

Angie Wiese, PE, CBO 

FMAM President 
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Please pay your 

membership dues if you 

have not done so 

already. 

June 2017 

 

 

 FMAM Operating Budget 2017  

   

Budget  
Tracking 

Income:    

   Actual 

Membership $6,000.00  $1,352.51 

Interest $50.00  $1.27 

Seminar/Education $2,000.00   

    

Total Projected Income  $8,050.00 $1,353.78 

    

    

Expenses:    

    

Postage $50.00  $69.18 

Professional Services $500.00  $250.00 

Web $1,800.00  $600.00 

Public Education $1,500.00   

Code Development $0.00   

Awards/Gifts $200.00   

Meeting Expense $1,000.00  $676.73 

Advertising $600.00   

Office/Memberships $0.00   

Legislation $2,000.00  $2,000.00 

Seminars $300.00   

Miscellaneous $100.00   

    

Total Projected Expenses  $8,050.00 $3,595.91 

    

    

Account Balances:    

    

Checking $1,268.81   

Savings $6,897.46   

Share Account $27.08   

Paypal $0.00 

Account 

Closed  

Total $8,193.35   

    



  

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Meeting Minutes – March 8, 2017  

New Brighton, MN  

 

 

EDUCTIONAL PROGRAM: 

 

Building Construction with Bob Fiske 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The Annual Meeting was called to order at 12:16 pm by President Angie Wiese: 

Approval of December 2016 minutes: motion made by Kris Skow-Fiske, 2nd by Johnathon Gaulke, motion 
passed. 

Introductions of members and guests were made. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasures report presented in Post Indicator.  

2017 budget proposal presented. 

Motion to adopt budget by Bob Fiske, 2nd by Cliff Anderson – motion passed. 

   

   MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

67 Active Members, 3 Government Agencies (95 members), 10 Associate Members, 3 Lifetime      
Members, 1 Retired Member. 176 Total Members 

Foster reminded members that the new protocol will be to return renewals to Treasurer Chris Fuller.  
Electronic renewal via the website and Paypal is the preferred method if that is available to the 
member. 

 

STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM) REPORT: 

Ralph Peterson presented SFMO update: 

Brad Lundquist retired. 

Kevin McGinty is new school inspector. 

 Glen Bergstrand is retiring in April. 

SFM Conference in upcoming in April 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Public Fire Safety Education (Connie Forster) 

MN Fair Plan grant for home safety survey. 

NFPA looking for rural fire departments to participate in survey and attend a symposium in May related 
to fire and life safety challenges in rural communities 

NFPA PIP (Property Inspection Prioritization) program overview 

April 10 – Remember When program 

 

Training & Education (Kris Skow-Fisk): 

Next meeting is the June quarterly meeting 

Working on seminar ideas 2017 

Reviewing results of survey to help shape future training content. 

Fire Alarm seminar is in the works. 

 

Legislative / MNFAC (Kip LaMotte): 

Currently watching action on legislation that impacts: 

Fire Safety account 

School Inspections – Private/Parochial 

Fire Code transfer to SFMO 

Townhouse definition 

 

MSFCA Code Committee: 

Laura McCarthy is the new Chair of the Code Committee. 

Bill to change definition of townhouse – working with builders association. FMAM opposes the action   
because it is in legislation versus rule making process. 

Transfer of MSFC back to SFMO is being discussed 

Discussion with builders regarding conflicts between building and fire code – language will be added   
addressing conflicts 

Next code edition anticipated to be adopted will be 2018.  Work on new state fire code will start when that 
code edition is published. 
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Certification (Roy Kingsley): 

Committee formed to write RFP for new managing entity. 

Working on Insp I and II class with certification to follow.  Funded by SAFER grant at no cost to           
participants. 

 

Commissioner’s Fire Service Committee (Angie Weise): 

No report.  Next meeting is next week. 

 

State Fair (Tom Ptschneider): 

2017 will be Tom’s last State Fair as FMAM’s Governor’s Fire Prevention Day coordinator.  Tom is    
looking for a replacement to work with him during the next planning cycle. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Presentation of Life Member status to Phil Owens for his many years of service and great contributions 
to FMAM. 

New website site up; working on updating content. 

Looking for comments, suggestions, and content for Post Indicator. 

Angie Wiese – seeing a lot of variation in interior finish – keep an eye out for that. 

Image Trend not yet updated with new code for hit list. 

Chris fuller – 10-year smoke alarm replacement plan 

 

ELECTIONS: 

President – White Ballot for Angie Wiese – passed 

Secretary – White Ballot for Ben Foster – passed 

Board Member – White Ballot for Jon Nisja – passed 

 

Congratulations and thanks to these members for service to the FMAM Board. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Merchandise (www.4alarmclothing.com). Link will be added to the new website. 

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn at 2:04 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ben Foster, Secretary 
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Fire Marshal’s Association of Minnesota 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

May 10, 2017 

New Brighton Public Safety Building 

 

Members Present: Vice President Kris Skow-Fiske, Past President Kip LaMotte, Secretary Ben Foster, 
Treasurer Chris Fuller, Directors Tom Pitschneider, Jon Nisja.  Special guest Steve Murphy. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 9:07 am by VP Kris Skow-Fiske 

 

Motion to accept February 2017 meeting minutes made by K. LaMotte, 2nd by T. Pitschneider.  Motion 
Passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

Chris Fuller provided Treasurer’s Report. 

Issues with Paypal.  Will cancel current account immediately and create new account. 

Discussed necessary changes to accounts and procedures. 

Still looking at changes to the bank account. 

 

REPORTS: 

Membership (Ben Foster) 

Discussed resolution for 2016 dues checks that were not processed. 

Electronic renewal was not a successful strategy.  Because of low e-renewal numbers and Paypal    
issues, it was decided to return to paper renewal for this year.  Renewals will be sent out as they 
have been in the past.  

Explore options for soliciting new members. 

 

State Fire Marshal Report (Jon Nisja) 

Annual report is available on the website 

Fact sheets have a new format; generally single page graphic layout. Those are available on the     
website. 

Glen Bergsrtand has retired; Ryan Whiting has moved to Residential Supervisor  
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Training & Education: (Kris Skow-Fisk) 

Still working with survey results to guide quarterly meeting training content. 

Working on Fire Alarm seminar for July 26-27. 

Checking on possible locations and fees 

 

Legislation: (Kip LaMotte) 

Last two meetings cancelled 

Outlined a few initiatives/legislation that MNFAC is watching 

Twin home definition 

Places of public assembly 

 

Certification: (Kip LaMotte) 

No report 

 

Fire Code Committee: (B. Foster) 

Next code adoption cycle anticipated to be the 2018 edition 

Nisja cautioned that the standards for code changes will be much stricter going forward; any code 
change proposal must be presented with substantial supporting documentation. 

 

 

State Fair: (Tom Pitschneider) 

2017 will be last fair for Tom as FMAM coordinator. Looking for replacement to work with during this 
upcoming planning cycle. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

NFA course at Camp Ripley July 31-August 5 – Changing American Family at Risk 

Kitchen trailer training May 16 at St James. Contact Bill Nelson 507-327-7744 

Need storage space for Bullex trailer 

Post indicator articles and interview – Rick Hammerschmidt proposed for interview 

Tom Pitschneider has some article content ready to go for possible MSFCA publication  
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OLD BUSINESS: 

Website issues and fixes on going  

 

ADJOURN: 

Motion to adjourn, 2nd. Passed 11:00 AM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Foster, FMAM Secretary 
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Lessons from Fire Prevention:  Why 

We Can Head Off Disease Without 

Sacrificing Cure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public health is concerned with creating a healthier world, preferably one where we prevent 

disease before it starts. This inevitably occasions grappling with our overwhelming      

investment in medicine and curative care, and arguing for a recalibration of our           

investment towards the social, economic, and cultural factors that promote health.   

However, in making this case, it is important to remember that such an investment does 

not mean cutting back on doctors and hospitals. Prevention need not come at the       

expense of cure. I would like to illustrate this idea by way of an analogy: A look at the 

history of fire prevention in the US, and how we have been able to dramatically reduce 

the number of fires, while at the same time maintaining a robust network of firefighters, 

with prevention and cure working together to create a safer world . 

Read More:  http://www.bu.edu/sph/2017/06/11/lessons-from-fire-prevention-why-we-can-head-off-
disease-without-sacrificing-cure/ 
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Retired St. Paul Asst. Fire Marshal Phil Owens accepting his FMAM 

Life Member Award from FMAM President Angie Wiese 
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FMAM Seeks Input From Its Members 
As the saying goes, “An organization is only as good as its people.”  That is 
why FMAM is asking its members to become involved with the newsletter.  
Have you read a good prevention article lately?  Are you doing something 
out of the ordinary at your department in the realm of fire prevention?  
Please submit these for consideration into the Post Indicator Newsletter.  
Pictures are always welcome.  

 

Have any ideas on how to make the Post Indicator better?  Submit these 
ideas as well.   

 

All submissions should be directed to the Post Indicator editor:   

Andy Speltz 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 

Red Wing Fire Department  

420 Plum Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 
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Fire Marshals Association of 
Minnesota 
 

          www.fmam.org 
     

 
Board of Directors – 2017 

President: 
Angie Wiese (1

st
 Term – 2017)     

Fire Protection Engineer Work:  (651) 266-8953 
St. Paul DSI – Fire Inspection    
375 Jackson St. #220     
St. Paul MN 55101    
 e-mail: angie.wiese@ci.stpaul.mn.us 
 
Vice President:  
Kris Skow-Fiske (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Inspector   Work: (763) 428-0940 
Rogers Fire Department 
21201 Memorial Dr 
Rogers MN 55374 
 e-mail: kskow-fiske@rogersmn.gov 
 
Secretary  
Ben Foster (1

st
 Term – 2017 (midterm election)) 

Fire Protection Specialist Work: (612) 673-3290  
Minneapolis Fire Inspection Services  
250 South 4th St    
Minneapolis, MN 55415  
     e-mail: benjamin.foster@minneaoplismn.gov 
 
Treasurer:  
Chris Fuller (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Marshal   Work: (612) 782-3403 
City of St. Anthony Village  
3505 Silver Lake Road 
St. Anthony, MN 55418  

e-mail: cfuller@ci.saint-anthony.mn.us 
 

Past President: 
Kip LaMotte  
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 288-4121 
City of New Brighton   
785 Old Highway 8 NW   
New Brighton, MN 55112  
 e-mail: kip.lamotte@newbrightonmn.gov 
 
Newsletter (Post Indicator) Editor: 
Andy Speltz 
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 
Red Wing Fire Department  
420 Plum Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
 e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 

Directors: 
Tom Pitschneider (4

th
 Term – 2016) 

Fire Marshal/Inspector  Work: (952) 233-9575 
City of Shakopee   
129 Holmes Street S.   
Shakopee, MN 55379   
 e-mail: tpitschneider@ci.shakopee.mn.us  
 
Darrin Bramwell (1

st
 Term – 2018) 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 675-5905 
Eagan Fire Department 
1001 Station Trail 
Eagan, MN 55123 
 e-mail: dbramwell@cityofeagan.com 
 
 
Jon Nisja (1

st
 Term – 2017) 

State Fire Safety Supervisor Work: (651) 201-7204 
State Fire Marshal Division 
445 Minnesota St; Suite 145   
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145 

e-mail:  jon.nisja@state.mn.us 
 
State Fire Marshal (Ex-Officio): 
Bruce West 
State Fire Marshal  Work:  (651) 201-7201 
State Fire Marshal Division  
445 Minnesota St.; Suite 145  
St. Paul, MN 55101-5145  
 e-mail:  bruce.west@state.mn.us 
 
Public Education Committee Chairperson: 
Connie Forster 
Chief Prevention Officer Work:  (763) 767-4003 
SBM Fire Department   
11920 Ulysses Street   
Blaine, MN  55434  
 e-mail: cforster@sbmfire.com 
 
Web-Site Editor: 
Andy Speltz 
Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 
Red Wing Fire Department  
420 Plum Street 
Red Wing, MN 55066 
 e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 

  



 

Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  (FMAM) was formed in 
the mid-1970s by a handful of local fire marshals as a way of 
networking ideas for effective fire prevention efforts. FMAM is a 
chapter of two international organizations: the International 
Code Council and the International Fire Marshals Association.  

Our members consist of fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire         
marshals, public fire safety educators, building inspectors, fire 
protection engineers, fire protection contractors, and others with 
an interest in fire and life safety.  

Our mission statement is: "Dedicated to providing leadership 
and resources for fire prevention and life safety."  
 

We’re on the Web 

www.fmam.org 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates - 2016-2017: 

 

 

Wednesday, June 14, 2016 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 2017 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fmam.org

