
I recently found myself getting restless in my work.  Having a desire to 

“shake things up” can either go really good or really bad.  Luckily, I think 

most of my decisions have put me in the former category.  About 4 years 

into my career with Saint Paul I applied to be on the IFC hearing         

committee.  That led me to the International Association of Fire Chiefs - 

Fire and Life Safety Section which then led me to ICC’s Fire Code Action 

Committee.  All of these steps kept me engaged in the broader fire safety 

community around me.  You might think I am mentioning this because 

FMAM elections are this month and we need participants.  You are partly 

correct.   

I was thinking about why I decided to get more involved in FMAM and 

therefore why some of you might choose to join the FMAM board.  In 2006 

(less than a year into my career), I was an FMAM representative on the 

Minnesota State Fire Chiefs Fire Code Committee but thought I could do 

more with these great professionals to advance our vocation.  Running for 

the FMAM Board of Directors gave me a direct line to this goal and        

increased my professional network extensively.  Eventually becoming 

FMAM Vice President gave me the ability to find new educational topics to 

share at our quarterly meetings.   

You never know where your decisions to lean in will take you.  I never   

imagined being on the MSFC Fire Code Committee would one day lead to 

me being on the International Code Council Board of Directors.  The    

journey took 12 years but there were a lot of twists and turns.  I was never 

quite sure of where I was going but open to the opportunities that might lie 

ahead.   

I hope you take the opportunity to lean into your broader fire safety     

community, whether as an FMAM Board Member, representative, or     

another organization entirely.  You won’t regret it. 

 

Yours in Fire Safety, 

Angie Wiese 

FMAM President 
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Please pay your 

membership dues if 

you have not done so 

already. 

March 2021 

 

FMAM Operating Budget 2021   

   

Budget 
Tracking 3/9/2021 

Income:     

   Actual Difference 

Membership $5,000.00  $2,981.55 $2,018.45 

Interest $0.05  $0.01 $0.04 

Seminar/Education $0.00   $0.00 

Fire Marshal's Conference $40,000.00   $40,000.00 

Miscellaneous $500.00 Turbo Tabs  $500.00 

     

Total Projected Income  $45,500.05 $2,981.56 $42,518.49 

     

     

Expenses:     

     

Postage $50.05   $50.05 

Professional Services $300.00   $300.00 

Web $1,800.00  $394.97 $1,405.03 

Public Education $1,500.00   $1,500.00 

Code Development $0.00   $0.00 

Awards/Gifts $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

Meeting Expense $1,000.00   $1,000.00 

Advertising $600.00   $600.00 

Office/Memberships $500.00   $500.00 

Legislation $2,000.00   $2,000.00 

Seminars $0.00   $0.00 

Fire Marshal's Conference $30,000.00   $30,000.00 

Miscellaneous $500.00   $500.00 

State Fair $2,250.00   $2,250.00 

Conferences - NFPA, … $3,000.00   $3,000.00 

     

Total Projected Expenses  $45,500.05 $394.97 $45,105.08 

     

   $2,586.59  

Balances      

Checking 

$13,399.5

6    

Savings $505.14    

Paypal $7,811.08    

Total 

$21,715.7

8    



  

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

December 8, 2020 Quarterly Meeting 

 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM – Minnesota Fire Sprinkler Work Rules (Local 417 and SFM) 

ELECTIONS & BUSINESS MEETING – to follow Educational Program 

 

Attendees: Angie Wiese, Ann Blaser, Jon Nisja, Michael Raeker, Kevin Mahle, Theirry Chevallier, Andy 
Luedtke, Chris, Ryan Kunst, Roy Kingsley, Brian Schmidt, Dan Klein, Joe Jarvis, Rick Fosler, Amanda 
Swenson, Jim Smith, Craig Bistodeau, Jonathan, Michael Buckman, J. O’Connell, Joshua Rudlong, DN, 
Robert Reif, Andy Speltz, Kris Skow, Matt, Eric Lind, Leanna Shaff, Jeff Schadegg, Joe Larson, Jeff 
Hemenway, Anton Wicklander, Brian Hanrahan, Jarrod Schmoll, Ralph Peterson, James Brennan,    
Robert Erickson, Bill Beumer, Cary Smith, Wayne Spiering, Darring Bramwell, Tom Pitschneider, Tom 
Jenson, Grant, Kip LaMotte, Mark D., Shelby Wolf, Joshua Herlofsky, Bailey Erlandson, Laura Huseby, 
Diane Gavin, James, Ryan Struckmann, Sara Ahlquist, Tim Butler, Jacob Lindquist, Jeff Smith, Torrance 
Harriel, Dan Kaiser, Tom Brace 

 

I. Call to Order (President Angie Wiese) 

 A. Introduction of Members & Guests 

 B. Approval of September 2020 meeting minutes 

Motion: Kip LaMotte, 2nd: Tom Pitschneider 

 

II. Treasurer’s Report (Treasurer Chris Fuller) 

Financial report 

 Ended year with lower funds than predicted at beginning of year due to cancelling           
conference, but still in good shape. Full report in newsletter.  

Will have new tax representative next year 

Membership report (Secretary Ann Blaser) 

Renewals – prefer online 

Total Memberships: 87; 3 Group; 72 Active; 9 Associate; 3 Life 

 

III. Reports: 

State Fire Marshal (Jim Smith) 

There are a lot of staff changes happening at the SFM office 

Number of fire deaths was up this year from last year and the holidays are still to come 

Still working from home for the most part – some have been assigned COVID related duties 

New dashboard being sent to different jurisdictions to collect fire data (mostly connected to 
smoking fires) 
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Public Fire Safety Education (Sara Ahlquist) 

Not a lot happening at the moment due to COVID 

There are a number of social media groups for fire educators that share resources. Now may 
be the time to update fliers and information 

Webinars available with Fire and Life Safety Educators Facebook group  

Fire Marshal’s Conference (Angie Wiese) 

Turbo Tab Giveaway – Contact Kip LaMotte, Tom Pitschneider, or Angie Wiese 

Still have some left – free for members 

Training & Education 

Quarterly meetings (VP Kathi Osmonson) 

Have interest from Knox and sheet metal union, but only for in-person meeting 

Open to suggestions for March’s meeting 

Seminars (Jon Nisja) 

SFM provided 3rd party inspections training 

Institutes – ICC Region 3 (Angie Wiese) 

Governor’s Council on Fire Prevention & Control (Dan Klein) 

Virtual fire day at the capitol this year 

State Fair (Ryan Kunst) 

Shared website for virtual fire day at the fair. Activities online for visitors.  

Had a press conference with fire representatives 

Working on plans for 2021 fair with COVID restrictions 

State Fire Code (Angie Wiese / Tom Pitschneider) 

Turbo tabs still available free to members, with payment for non-members 

Commissioner’s Fire Service Advisory (Angie Wiese) 

Legislative / MnFAC (Kip LaMotte/Angie Wiese) 

New session has started as of Nov. 24th 

A lot of bills were pushed back in timeline because of interrupted sessions in 2020 – will be 
keeping an eye on any fire related  

Met with Commissioner Harrington Nov. 20th. – was successful and seemed open to fire  
concerns 

Certification (Roy Kingsley) 

SFM Transition Team – closer to getting fully transferred to state. Still in the works.  
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IV. New Business:  

Website (Ann Blaser) 

Technology committee: news blasts (Ann Blaser), calendar updates/minutes, Facebook 
(Jonathan Gaulke) 

 

V. Old Business: 

 A. Website (we are collecting sprinkler saves – please send in your information) 

 B. Merchandise (www.benchwarmersapparel.com) 

 

Good & Welfare 

Fire Marshal’s Conference – TBD -  Eagan Community Center 

Looking at September for a date if there is interest and COVID is under control 

 

Adjourn 

Motion: Jon Nisja, Second: Sara Ahlquist 
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Board of Directors - Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

8:00am 

 

Members Present: President Angie Wiese, Secretary Ann Blaser, Director Tom Pitschneider, Director 
Darrin Bramwell, Director Jon Nisja, Public Education Committee Chairperson Sara Ahlquist, State Fire 
Marshal Jim Smith 

 

 

1. Call to Order (President Angie Wiese) 

Approval of the November 2020 Board Minutes as published in the December 2020 Post       
Indicator   

Approval Motion: Tom Pitschneider, Second: Jon Nisja 

Additional agenda items? 

2. Treasurer's Report (Chris Fuller)  

Current Finances 

Ended year with $19,129.19 in all accounts – this is an increase of $5,253.22 for the year.  Expenses 
were kept low.  The main reason for the increase is in the Conference income - 
$6245.46.  This is essentially prepayments made and will not be realized on the next 
conference.  

Approval Motion: Jon Nisja, Second: Darrin Bramwell 

2020/2021 Conference Financial Report 

2021 budget – some attendance fees are rolling over to 2021, so we will not get the full profit for 2021 
conference 

New tax preparer (may increase fees) 

Membership Report (Ann Blaser) 

Active: 80; Associate: 9; Government: 3; Life: 3; Total: 95 

Plan to send out membership renewal email early next week 

Committee Reports:  

State Fire Marshal’s Report (Jim Smith) 

Activity ramping up as more bills getting to revisor’s office:  

House file 109 (retrofit of sprinklers in buildings over 7 floors) has gone through 
two committees and now going through labor 

326B.108 (putting sprinklers into wedding barns) Only for areas of the state that have not adopted the 
building code; 300 or fewer occupants does not need sprinklers; concerned that other 
occupancies will fall under this bill and not require sprinklers or would separate 
rooms and have under 300 per room, with well over 300 in the whole building  

New office manager for SFM; still a few positions that need filled; John Swanson leaving  

Working on getting additional inspectors – unable to get to every building right away, use bonds as  

backstop; now have electronic plan review, so able to have regional inspectors 

11 fatalities so far this year 
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Public Fire Safety Education (Sara Ahlquist) 

NFPA released new EMAC – new guidelines for public education 

Fire assessments data analytics dashboard sent to different jurisdictions; SFM also doing similar dash-
boards – primarily smoking due to funding 

Training & Education: 

FMAM/SFM conference- Update on 2021 

Eagan Community Center open in late September (28th, 29th) – Dates not 
finalized 

Survey results: 83% positive, 17% negative; email details to board  

Will start gathering the conference committee  

Quarterly Training – virtual (Kathi Osmonson) 

March training to be virtual 

Four board positions up for election (VP, 2 directors, Treasurer) – share 
survey link in Teams for voting 

Legislative Update (Kip LaMotte) 

Fire service day at the capitol went well with it being virtual and participants not needing to travel 

Certification 

Conflict of interest to be signed by representatives  

Final draft advanced to house and senate  

Increased board size from 15 to 18 to ease concerns of greater MN 

Fire Code Committee 

Tabs giveaway update, announce at March meeting again 

DLI taking testimony for energy code – monitoring  

New Business:  

Duties of FMAM officers/hours spent (on hold) 

Executive Administrator position – discussion (on hold) 

Interview for March PI 

Message Angie with ideas 

Website progress (Ann Blaser/Kathi Osmonson) 

Good & Welfare  

Adjourn 
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EMAC!  The 2020 Educational Messaging Desk Reference (EMAC) is HERE 

 

 

For ease of use, the 2020 edition includes hyperlinks from the Table of Contents to specific 
chapters within the document. In addition to updated messages throughout (indicated by the 
word NEW), the 2020 edition includes: 

New chapters on: 

Pet fire safety  

Youth firesetters 

New sections on: 

Carbon Monoxide – boating and marinas 

Home Fire Escape - people who are deaf or have hearing loss, use a mobility device and 
are blind or have low vision 

Fire Safety Away from Home - peer-to-peer hospitality, motor home, camper and recreation 
vehicle safety, safety in places of public assembly, car fire safety 

Cooking - microwave ovens, gas grills 

Electrical- pools, hot tubs, and spas, equipment safety, marine and boating safety  

Candle - how to burn a candle, candles for religious/ceremonial use in homes 

Outdoor burning – campfire safety, fire pit safety, recreational fire use 

Flammable and Combustible Liquid and Gases – propane gas safety, propane appliance 
maintenance, gel fuel safety 

Battery Safety – 9-volt batteries, battery disposal 

Next Steps: 

Download your copy today!   NFPA will host a future webinar going over the changes to 
this edition, and an overview of how to use this important reference tool in your FLS 
Public Education efforts. 
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Sprinkler Save 

A single sprinkler head operated and extinguished a fire in 
a hotel room. 

 

The damage was minimal and was contained to the room 
and corridor because the sprinkler head operated while 
the fire was still in an early growth phase. 

 

The Sprinkler & Alarm system were restored quickly and 
the Hotel was able to continue operations. 

 

The fire was determined to be intentionally set and an    
arrest was made. 
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Reminder: The annual FMAM meeting/training will be held 

tomorrow, March 10, 8:00-12:00 

 

UPDATE:  Kathi Osmonson is no longer running for her current seat as 
FMAM Vice President.  If you are interested in this position please   
contact Kathi at Kathi.Osmonson@state.mn.us. 
You may also decide to run for this position the day of the meeting.  The 
main duty of the VP is to coordinate our quarterly training.  There are 
other opportunities to represent FMAM as well. 
  
Because we are virtual for our annual meeting, we have changed the 
meeting time to 0800-1200.  The business meeting will directly follow 
the education sessions.  If there is a vote required during elections, a 
survey monkey link will be added in the Microsoft Teams chat. 
  
Education Sessions: 
Roy Kingsley and Forrest Williams 
Energy Systems, CO2 Storage Systems and On-demand Mobile    
Fueling 
  
Jon Nisja 
Code of Conduct 
 
You may join the meeting by clicking below or on this link: https://
fmam.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=176b5ad4849a5e40534594bf1&id=7a93998390&e=41a002ebc9  

Join Meeting 

mailto:Kathi.Osmonson@state.mn.us
https://fmam.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=176b5ad4849a5e40534594bf1&id=cd8517fe8a&e=4f2a8cf9c8
https://fmam.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=176b5ad4849a5e40534594bf1&id=cd8517fe8a&e=4f2a8cf9c8
https://fmam.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=176b5ad4849a5e40534594bf1&id=cd8517fe8a&e=4f2a8cf9c8
https://fmam.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=176b5ad4849a5e40534594bf1&id=e3b1db26cc&e=4f2a8cf9c8


 

 

FMAM Seeks Input From Its Members 
As the saying goes, “An organization is only as good as its people.”  That is 
why FMAM is asking its members to become involved with the newsletter.  
Have you read a good prevention article lately?  Are you doing something 
out of the ordinary at your department in the realm of fire prevention?  
Please submit these for consideration into the Post Indicator Newsletter.  
Pictures are always welcome.  

 

Have any ideas on how to make the Post Indicator better?  Submit these 
ideas as well.   

 

All submissions should be directed to the Post Indicator editor:   

Andy Speltz 

Fire Marshal   Work: (651) 385-3694 

Red Wing Fire Department  

420 Plum Street 

Red Wing, MN 55066 

e-mail: andy.speltz@ci.red-wing.mn.us 
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Fire Marshals Association of Minnesota  (FMAM) was formed in 
the mid-1970s by a handful of local fire marshals as a way of 
networking ideas for effective fire prevention efforts. FMAM is a 
chapter of two international organizations: the International 
Code Council and the International Fire Marshals Association.  

Our members consist of fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire         
marshals, public fire safety educators, building inspectors, fire 
protection engineers, fire protection contractors, and others with 
an interest in fire and life safety.  

Our mission statement is: "Dedicated to providing leadership 
and resources for fire prevention and life safety."  
 

We’re on the Web 

www.fmam.org 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates - 2021: 

 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 - Annual Meeting 0800-1200 

 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 - Quarterly Meeting 1300-1500 

 

 

http://www.fmam.org

